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άbƻ ǎŜȄ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘέΚ

WEMTC 

Marriage & Intimate Relationships I

Friday 22nd January 2010

QUICK QUIZ

Take a guess but remember ς

ά²ƘŜƴ L ƘŜŀǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
different situations I get a little upset because, 
you know, statistics are fine until you become 
one of them, and then they take on a different 
ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ Ηέ

Marriage Today

Question 1: Marriage 

ÅHow many marriages were there in England 
and Wales in 2006?

Å1972 ς426, 241; 1989 ς346, 697;
1996 ς278, 975

ÅA 198, 573

ÅB 222, 831

ÅC 239, 454

ÅD 255, 596

Question 2: First marriage

ÅIn 2007 what % of marriages saw both 
partners marrying for the first time?

ÅCLUE

Å1966

Å84%
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Question 3: Church Weddings?

(a) In 2007 what % of all 
marriages were civil 
ceremonies?

(b) In 2007 what % of all 
marriages were CofEand 
Church in Wales?

Cohabitation, Children & Family

Question 4: Cohabitation at Marriage

ÅBride and groom give 
residential addresses 
before marriage.
In 2006 what % of 
couples gave identical 
addresses in....

Å(a) Civil 
Marriages?

Å(b) All 
Religious 
Marriages?

Question 5: Births Outside Marriage

In 2008, what % 
of live births in 
England & Wales 
were to 
unmarried 
parents?

Å1948 ς5.4%

Å1958 ς4.9%

Å1968 ς8.5%

Å1978 ς10.2%

Question 6 - Stability of Cohabitation

ÅIn Britain in 2000, 92% of married couples 
were still together 5 years after the birth of a 
first child. What % were still together for the 
5th birthday if

Å(a) Couple were cohabiting at birth and later 
married?

Å(b) Couple were cohabiting and never 
married?

Divorce
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Question 7: Divorce 

ÅRoughly how many divorces were there in 
England and Wales in 2006?

Å1996 ς157,000

ÅA 95,000

ÅB 133,000

ÅC 144,000

ÅD 171,000

Sexual Behaviour

Question 8 ςSexual Behaviour

ÅIn 1999-2001 there was a National Survey of 
Sexual Attitudes and Lifestyles involving over 
11,000 people (nearly 5,000 men) aged 16-44:

Å(a) What % of men had either 0 or 1 sexual 
partner in their lifetime?

Question 8 ςSexual Behaviour

ÅIn 1999-2001 there was a National Survey of 
Sexual Attitudes and Lifestyles involving over 
11,000 people (nearly 5,000 men) aged 16-44:

Å(b) What % of men reported 5 or more sexual 
partners in their lifetime?

Å(c) What was average number of sexual 
partners for men in last 5 years?

Civil Partnerships ς
Same Sex Marriage?

Question 9 ςCivil Partnerships

ÅCivil Partnerships were established in the UK in 
December 2005.

ÅHow many civil partnerships had been registered 
by the end of 2008?

ÅA 22,000

ÅB 34,000

ÅC 60,000

ÅD 82,000

ÅE 112,000
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Marriage Today

Question 1: Marriage 

ÅHow many marriages were there in England 
and Wales in 2006?

Å1972 ς426, 241; 1989 ς346, 697;
1996 ς278, 975

ÅA 198, 573

ÅB 222, 831

ÅC 239, 454

ÅD 255, 596

Question 1: Marriage
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ÅANSWER

Å239, 454

ÅC

Question 2: First marriage

ÅIn 2007 what % of marriages saw both 
partners marrying for the first time?

ÅCLUE

Å1966

Å84%

Question 2: First marriage
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62%
ÅAverage age at first 

marriage:

ÅMen ςомΦп όнпΦс ƛƴ Ωтмύ

ÅWomen ς29.1 (22.6)
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Question 3: Church Weddings?

(a) In 2007 
what % of all 
marriages 
were civil 
ceremonies?
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Question 3: Church Weddings?

(b) In 2007 
what % of all 
marriages 
were CofEand 
Church in 
Wales?
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Cohabitation, Children & Family

Question 4: Cohabitation at Marriage

ÅBride and groom give 
residential addresses 
before marriage.
In 2006 what % of 
couples gave identical 
addresses in....

Å(a) Civil 
Marriages?

Å88%

Å(b) All Religious 
Marriages?

Å65%

Question 5: Births Outside Marriage
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Å1988 ς25.6%

Å1993 ς32.2%

Å1998 ς37.8%

Å2003 ς41.4%

Å2008

45.3%
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Question 6 - Stability of Cohabitation

ÅIn Britain in 2000, 92% of married couples were 
still together 5 years after the birth of a first child. 
What % were still together for the 5th birthday if

Å(a) Couple were cohabiting at birth and later 
married?

Å75%

Å(b) Couple were cohabiting and never married?

Å48%

History of cohabiting population
(4.5 million adults, 10% of popn)

Never 

married
72%

Separated

3%

Widowed
1%

Divorced

24%

Male Cohabiting Population, 
2007

Never 

married
75%

Separated
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Divorced

21%

Female Cohabiting Population, 
2007

Population by Partnership Status
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Cohabiting
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Divorce
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Question 7: Divorce
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Question 8 ςSexual Behaviour

ÅIn 1999-2001 there was a National Survey of 
Sexual Attitudes and Lifestyles involving over 
11,000 people (nearly 5,000 men) aged 16-44:

Å(a) What % of men had either 0 or 1 sexual 
partner in their lifetime?

Å18%

Question 8 ςSexual Behaviour

ÅIn 1999-2001 there was a National Survey of 
Sexual Attitudes and Lifestyles involving over 
11,000 people (nearly 5,000 men) aged 16-44:

Å(b) What % of men reported 5 or more sexual 
partners in their lifetime?

Å60%

Å(c) What was average number of sexual 
partners for men in last 5 years?

Å3.8 (!)

Civil Partnerships ς
Same Sex Marriage?

Question 9 ςCivil Partnerships

ÅCivil Partnerships were established in the UK in 
December 2005.

ÅHow many civil partnerships had been registered 
by the end of 2008?

ÅA 22,000

ÅB 34,000

ÅC 60,000

ÅD 82,000

ÅE 112,000
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Question 9 ςCivil Partnerships

Å34,000 [B]

Å6,822 in first four months

ÅFell to 7,169 (2008) from 8,727 (2007)

ÅAverage age approximately 40

ÅIn 2008, 24% of all partnerships were in London

ÅIn 2008, 11% of men and 21% of women forming 
a CP had been in previous marriage  or CP

ÅIn 2008, 180 CPs were dissolved (more women 
than men)

Changes over time....

0.0

100.0

200.0

300.0

400.0

500.0

600.0

Marriages & Divorces (Thousands), 1955-2005

Al l  marrriages

Firs t marriages

Remarriages

Divorces

Married Given birth Cohabited

Aged 55-59 74 51 1

Aged 25-29 25 30 21

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

Proportion of women (in 2001-03) who by aged 25 had....

Changing population pattern

In 1978 the population divided:

Married
50%

Single

40%

Divorced
2%

Widowed
8%

Population 1978

In 2008 the population divided:

Married
40%

Single

47%

Divorced
7%

Widowed
6%

Population 2008
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What about the church?

ÅHow react to this picture of 
sexuality in contemporary 
Britain?

ÅHow much do churches reflect 
these changes and how much 
should we expect them to?

Seeking understanding....

Digging deeper

Digging Deeper

Technological Change:
Separating sex and children

Digging Deeper

Changing Gender Roles
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Digging Deeper

The Workplace

Digging Deeper

Consumerism & Materialism

Digging Deeper

Attitudes to Sex
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Mainstreaming porn

ÅάhōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƘŀŘ 
a nervous laugh. Now my sister and my brother are 
ōƻǘƘΣ ΨhYΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŎƭƛŎƘŞ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΦΩ 
ÅAnd my mother and I still have a good relationship τ
ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǿƘŀǘ L ŘƻΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ 
/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǳōōƻǊƴΣ ƘŀǊŘ-headed 
people. 
Åaȅ ŘŀŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ!ǎ ƭƻƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ 
ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘΣ ǘƘŜƴ hYΦΩ έ
Åά9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǘƛƻƴΣέ ǎƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜǎ ŀǘ 
ƻƴŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƭƻǾŜΚ ά9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŦƛǊƳƭȅΦ

Digging Deeper

Individualism & Rights

Digging Deeper:
Individualism & Rights

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǊŀƎƛŎ ƛǊƻƴȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ƛǎ 
taking here: it brings to the defence of the family 
a style of practical reasoning that undermines the 
family at its heart, a style based on individual 
ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦΧ

When a language conceived to defend the 
interests of the individual against corporate 
bullying and political tyranny comes to dominate 
the Western picture of human existence, the 
outlook for the subtly balanced nexus of 
individual and social identity, as supremely 
represented in the family, is bleakέ
(The Freedom of the Family, p2)




