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CTM101 / CTM201   Course Outline
Cheltenham
	Week
	Getting Started

	One
24 Sep
	Help I can't do Theology!   

An introduction to what theology is.  Have I done theology before?  Resources for theology.  An introduction to using the Theological Learning Cycle.

	Two
1 Oct
	Building a Theological Tool Box  

The Bible – its origins and nature.  Where did it come from? Is it reliable?  What Bible shall we use?

	Three
8 Oct
	Theological Tool Box (continued)  

Ways of understanding the authority of Scripture.  Using and interpreting the Bible.

	Four
15 Oct
	Theological Tool Box ( continued)  

How does the Bible relate to Christian Tradition and Reason?

	Five
22 Oct
	Talking about God  

God and Evil : a case study in doing theology

	
	Half Term Break

	
	Questions People Ask

	Six
5 Nov
	Where is God in the story?  

Theology, film and literature.

	Seven
12 Nov
	Where is God in the facts?  

Doing theology in a scientific world.  What does it mean to be human?

	Eight
19 Nov
	Any Dream Will Do – or will it?  

Christian believing in a post-modern world.  Is it wrong to be sure you are right?

	Nine
26 Nov
	What’s the point of Prayer?  

Thinking carefully about prayer.  Spirituality and liturgy as theological resources

	Ten
3 Dec
	What’s the point of the Church?  

What are the futures for the church?  The world: heading for disaster or the Kingdom of God? 


The Diary

Keep a reflective diary throughout the module of your experiences of the sessions and how it relates to what you do during the rest of the week and what you know and experience of God. 

The Diary entries each week might include 

· very brief key points from the evening 

· personal reactions to the evening class and reasons for those reactions (e.g. why might you have been excited, bored, angry, struggling...) 

· new things or perspectives learnt during the class and what impact the new idea might have on your thinking/ life 

· things that were difficult or exciting from the class 

· the relevance or lack of relevance of the class to the different spheres of your life - work, home, family, other studies, church, hobbies etc. 

· a record of any personal experience of the topic outside of the class. 

· your future action - i.e. what difference this will make to you 

N.B. Each diary entry should be a half to a full page of A4 and should be your jottings after the evening. A polished piece of prose is not expected, nor do we expect extra reading for this stage - but reading you are doing generally may influence in your thinking.  If you wish, you can use the Reflection Sheet provided at the end of each session  as a framework for your weekly diary.


For Ministerial Students this will form part of the Learning Journal and should be filed where indicated. 

Assessment

There will be two written assignments for this module: 

ASSIGNMENT ONE ( CTM101 and CTM201): A THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION

Using the Theological Learning Cycle, provide a reflective and theological account of a personal, church or societal incident, and comment on the usefulness or otherwise of the exercise, indicating the grounds for your assessment.

The assignment should have the following four sections
1. Experience
2. Exploration 

3. Reflection

4. Response/Action

In marking the reflection the tutor will not be assessing your experiences or critiquing your understanding of faith. Your experiences will be honoured. 

Instead the mark will be assigned on the basis of how well you are able to reflect theologically on the experience you have chosen e.g. 

· are you able to apply the Theological Learning Cycle to the experience and analyse and explore it? 

· are you able to bring the various tools of theology to bear on your experience - tradition, scripture, the experience of the wider church, etc. ?

· can you relate your action to your reflection?

· are you able to communicate and express your experience articulately and coherently?

All these are skills that theologians, ministers and lay people need to develop if they are to be able to share and communicate their faith experiences to others. 

Due Date: 
12th November 2009

Word Limit: 
1500 words for CTM101



2000 words for CTM201

ASSIGNMENT TWO

CTM101   Choose ONE of these.

1.
You are talking to some friends about your course. A says,


 “All that academic theology is so dry. Christianity is about your experience, what’s in your heart!” 


B says, “WEMTC will  lead you astray with all its 'man-made' theology, all you need is in the bible!” 


C says "The problem with the church is that  it’s bought into this touchy, feely new age stuff, we need to return to the true faith of the Church, the beliefs of the creed that have kept the church solid for 2000 years". 


Finally, D protests, “you can't really believe any of that stuff surely science has shown that faith is an illusion.”


Write a response to ONE of these statements.

Recommended Reading: You should read the following along with one or two other books from the bibliography or library:

McGrath A., Christian Theology: An Introduction 4th ed, Blackwell :Oxford 2001: Chapter 6:'The Sources of Theology' (older editions may be used if you are unable to get this edition)

Migliore D., Faith Seeking Understanding,  Eerdmans, Michigan 1991, Chapter 1 The Task of Theology.

Hart T., Faith Thinking,  SPCK: London 1995,  Chapter 5 'Theology as Passionate Quest for Public Truth'.
For those new to essay writing the following is one possible essay outline:

· Introduction - how will you respond to A, B, C or D?

· What I think Theology is about

· Insights from one or more of -

· What the Bible can and cannot offer faith and theology 

· What the Christian Tradition can and cannot offer faith and theology

· What reason can and cannot offer faith and theology

· What experience can and cannot offer faith and theology

· Conclusion - whether you agree.

2.
A 17 year-old godchild in Australia writes to tell you that spirituality is cool but Christianity is not. How would you reply? In the second half of the assignment explain your response and explore the connection between spirituality and Christian theology and religion.  

Recommended Reading: You should read the following along with one or two other books from the bibliography or library.

Hughes, G., God of Surprises,  Darton, Longman & Todd: London, 1986, Chapters 2 & 4: 'Clearing the Approaches' and 'Tools for Digging'.
Jones et al., The Study of Spirituality, SPCK :London, 1980.

Ward, N. 
The Use of Praying Epworth: London, 1967

For those new to essay writing the following is one possible outline structure:

· Letter

· Justification

· What is Spirituality? What is religion?

· What is the relationship between spirituality, religion, Christianity and theology

· Why I wrote the letter in this way

· Conclusion

3. 
There is a debate in one of the Church's House Groups between those who see the Bible as the infallible Word of God and those who see it as the work of well- meaning but fallible believers in God.  Whatever passage is studied these two groups are at loggerheads. The leader of the group, a friend of yours, hears that you have done two sessions on the Bible in Doing Theology and asks for help in understanding the positions and how to answer them. In the light of the CTM201 sessions and some further reading give 
your response.

· Recommended Reading: You should read the following along with one or two other books from the bibliography or library.

McGrath A.,Christian Theology: An Introduction 4th ed,, Blackwells Oxford 2008 Chapter 6: The Sources of Theology: Scripture. (Older editions may be used if you cannot get thisedition)

Migliore D. , Faith Seeking Understanding Eerdmans, Michigan 1991, Chapter 3 The Authority of Scripture

Bauckham, R., Scripture and Authority Today B12 Grove Biblical Series, Cambridge, Grove Books,1999

For those new to essay writing the following is one possible essay outline structure:

Introduction

Different views about what is meant by 'the Bible is the Word of God' and the strengths and weaknesses of each view.

Where I (now) stand on the authority of the Bible

Why I stand here (drawing on the sessions and reading) 

Conclusion

4 
Write a theological reflection on a film, TV programme, book or work of art that you are familiar with.  Outline the points that are being made or that can be inferred and indicate why this medium of communication is (or is not) more powerful than other media in this case.  Do not include a summary of your chosen book, film etc in your main text but add it as an appendix.

Due Date: 
 15th January 2010
Word Limit: 
1500 words

ASSIGNMENT TWO

CTM201  Choose ONE of these.

1.
"The world was created on Sunday 23rd October 4004 BC according to Archbishop Ussher, Primate of All Ireland and Vice-Chancellor of Trinity College Dublin.".  You are to address a meeting of 100 6th formers on this topic.  What are the issues raised by such a statement and why do they matter?

2. 
There is a debate in one of the Church's House Groups between those who see the Bible as the infallible Word of God and those who see it as the work of human beings. The leader of the group asks for help in assessing the positions taken and how to answer them.

3.   
"Dead Theologians should remain dead."   Assess the relevance, if any, of the theologians of the past to us today.  

4
" The ultimate purpose of prayer is, by God's grace, to align oneself with his will." Drawing on the wisdom of others and your own experience, in what ways do you assess this to be an adequate definition of prayer?

5. 
Write a theological reflection on a film, book or work of art that you are familiar with.  Outline the points that are being made or that can be inferred and indicate why this medium of communication is (or is not) more powerful than other media in this case.

Due Date:        15th January 2010
Word Limit: 
2000 words

