WEST OF ENGLAND MINISTERIAL TRAINING COURSE

CTM141 LOCAL CHURCH REFLECTION

FOURTH ASSIGNMENT: PASTORAL VISITS

Our final residential on the Local Church Reflection theme will be on Pastoral Care in the Local Community.  The preparation assignment has a dual purpose:

1) To find out about Pastoral Care in your local church

2) To gain some practice at pastoral visits

To this end you are asked, before the next residential, to visit and talk with two people in leadership in the church and two people who are ordinary members of the congregation 

Visits to the Leadership

Visit the following people:

3) Your minister or the person who has main pastoral responsibility for the church

4) An other leader in the church e.g. a Warden, Steward, other clergy

During your visit aim to discuss the following subjects:

a) What do they understand to be the minister's role in pastoral care ?

b) How do they see pastoral care happening within your church?

c) What sources of  pastoral care does the leader have themselves?

Visits to the Congregation

Visit the following people:

5) A male member of the congregation

6) A female member of the congregation (Try to pick 2 members who represent different groups in your church. 

During your visit aim to discuss the following subjects:

d) What do they understand is the minister's role in pastoral care?

e) How do they see pastoral care happening within your church?

f) Have they any examples of times when they feel they have received good care from the church (or not)?

Notes from your Visits & Confidentiality

After each visit complete the attached Pastoral Visit Form and bring these 4 forms to the weekend. 

In all cases names should be changed or initials used. Things may come up in your talks that are confidential in which case they should not be included on these forms (although you may want to note and reflect on them in the privacy of your Learning Journal.) However it may help to explain to people that you are doing this as part of your training and the talk will help you prepare to be a minister.
CTM141 Pastoral Visits

Your Name:






Date:

Visit to:



Leader/ Member of the Congregation (please delete as appropriate)

What do they understand is the minister's role in pastoral care?

How do they see pastoral care happening within your church?

Their experience of pastoral care for themselves. 

Other Useful notes from the Meeting

Any follow up action that may be needed.
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