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raining for minishy in the west of england




LOCAL CHURCH REFLECTION (CTM141)
ASSIGNMENT 1: LISTENING TO THE CHURCH

A Journey of Discovery

Imagine that you have just moved into your area and you are hoping to find a local church where you can find a spiritual and worshipping home.

Find time to go to your home church as that 'stranger' imagining that you have never seen it before. From the moment you approach it (in the road outside) begin to note its characteristics.

Continue the tour by going to the porch or entrance and then inside. Make a note of everything you see from noticeboards to altars/communion table. Then reflect on these questions:
· What do the things you see tell you about the kind of activities that go on inside this building.

· What do your observations tell you about the core beliefs of the people who come to this building?

· What kind of people come here, with what kind of interests?

· Does the layout of the building emphasise some activities over others?

· What sort of conclusions do you draw from, for example, the seating arrangements or the presence of banners (or their absence) etc?

Keep a written log of what you notice and conclude. What you see might have several different interpretations, so you may want to record different options. An over full notice board might mean there is a lot going on or that nobody can be bothered to keep it tidy or…
At this stage you are compiling information and impressions of what you see. You may like to pick up some church information leaflets or take photographs.  At the next weekend residential in November you will be expected to share this material with others in small group, when we will begin the process of extended reflection.

It is difficult to be precise about how large this piece of work will look, especially if it includes photographs and leaflets, but you might expect to write about 1000 words.

