CTM202: Preparation  Language & God
Next week we will be considering the language we use about God- our ‘God-talk’: what political and gender assumptions it reflects, and how this effects missiological thinking and practice.

Insofar as you are able, read the attached liturgy imagining that you are present as it is used to celebrate the Eucharist.  

Using the Theological Learning Cycle, spend about twenty minutes on some preliminary responses that can be shared during next week’s session. The following may help you to focus:

Experience: what feelings were stirred up in me as I read the liturgy? What particular phrases struck me, either positively or negatively? Why might I have reacted as I did? What factors in my own experience do I bring to this issue?

Exploration: what lies behind the way in which gendered language for God is used in this liturgy? What wider social, political, cultural influences are at play? Who might feel excluded/included, and why? What does this liturgy seek to do?
Theological Reflection: what theological resources can I bring to bear to understand and evaluate this liturgy? What hermeneutic of Scripture and theology of language informs my response? Where in the Christian tradition can I turn for wisdom about how we might speak of God, and about the limitations of gendered language? 

Come with your thoughts and theological resources, having done some preliminary work on your own feelings so that discussion can be passionate but courteous!

Helen Burn

