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The Apostolic Tradition of Hippolytus of Rome was composed in approximately 215 in Rome. It apparently preserved older second century practices which were in danger of falling to disuse or innovation. Hippolytus, a presbyter of the Roman Church at the time, was so distraught over the innovating practices of his former friends, the Pope Zephyrinus and his successor Callistus, that he set himself up as history's first antipope!   He continued in this role through the rules of Callistus successors, Urban and Pontius, and in the time of Pope Pontianus, both he and Pontianus were exiled to Sardinia, from all accounts an extraordinarily unhealthy place, where they were forced to work the mines. Shortly afterward, in 235, both died there. Sometime before his death, Hippolytus was reconciled to the Roman Bishop. The two were martyrs, and their bodies were both brought back to Rome, where they were honourably buried.

Sadly most of Hippolytus' works are lost to us. The Apostolic Tradition itself is partly preserved in a Latin palimpsest, and in several oriental versions. The Greek original is wholly lost, but for fragments in the heavily edited excerpts in The Apostolic Constitutions. My translation here is based on the work of Bernard Botte (La Tradition Apostolique. Sources Chretiennes, 11 bis. Paris, Editions du Cerf, 1984) and of Gregory Dix (The Treatise on the  Apostolic Tradition of St. Hippolytus of Rome, Bishop and Martyr. London: Alban Press, 1992).  My version (which it certainly is) is intended as a simplified one for ease of reading, directed  primarily towards the non-expert. It's a simple kindness, and I hope that you, dear reader, will  enjoy it.

The Apostolic Tradition of Hippolytus

1 We have set forth as was necessary that part of the discourse which relates to the  spiritual gifts, all that God, right from the beginning, granted to people according to his will,  bringing back to himself this image which had gone astray. 2Now, driven by love towards all the saints, we have arrived at the essence of the tradition  which is proper for the Churches. 3This is so that those who are well informed may keep the  tradition which has lasted until now, according to the explanation we give of it, and so that  others by taking note of it may be strengthened 4(against the fall or error which has recently  occurred because of ignorance and ignorant people), 5with the Holy Spirit conferring perfect  grace on those who have a correct faith, and so that they will know that those who are at the  head of the Church must teach and guard all these things.  

2 He who is ordained as a bishop, being chosen by all the people, must be irreproachable.   2When his name is announced and approved, the people will gather on the Lord's day with the  council of elders and the bishops who are present. 3With the assent of all, the bishops will place  their hands upon him, with the council of elders standing by, quietly. 4Everyone will keep silent,  praying in their hearts for the descent of the Spirit. 5After this, one of the bishops present, at the  request of all, shall lay his hand upon him who is being ordained bishop, and pray, saying,
3 God and father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Father of mercies and God of all consolation,  you who live in the highest, but regard the lowest,  you who know all things before they are, 2you who gave the rules of the Church through the word of your grace, who predestined from the beginning the race of the righteous through Abraham, who instituted princes and priests, and did not leave your sanctuary without a minister;  who from the beginning of the world has been pleased  to be glorified by those whom you have chosen,  3pour out upon him the power which is from you, the princely Spirit,  which you gave to your beloved Son Jesus Christ,  which he gave to your holy apostles,  who founded the Church in every place as your sanctuary,  for the glory and endless praise of your name. 4Grant, Father who knows the heart,  to your servant whom you chose for the episcopate, that he will feed your holy flock,  that he will wear your high priesthood without reproach,  serving night and day, incessantly making your face favourable,  and offering the gifts of your holy church;  5in the spirit of high priesthood having the power to forgive sins according to your command; to assign lots according to your command;  to loose any bond according to the authority which you gave to the apostles;  to please you in mildness and a pure heart, offering to you a sweet scent, 6through your son Jesus Christ, through whom to you be glory, power, and honour, Father and Son,  with the Holy Spirit, in the Holy Church, now and throughout the ages of the ages. Amen.
4 When he has been made bishop, everyone shall give him the kiss of peace, and salute him  respectfully, for he has been made worthy of this. 2Then the deacons shall present the oblation  to him, and he shall lay his hand upon it, and give thanks, with the entire council of elders, saying: 3The Lord be with you. And all reply:  And with your spirit. The bishop says:  Raise your hearts. The people respond:  We have them with the Lord. The bishop says:  Let us give thanks to the Lord. The people respond:  It is proper and just. The bishop then continues:  4We give thanks to you God, through your beloved son Jesus Christ, whom you sent to us in former timesa as Savior, Redeemer, and Messenger of your Will, 5who is your inseparable Word, through whom you made all, and in whom you were well-pleased, 6whom you sent from heaven into the womb of a virgin, who, being conceived within her, was made flesh, and appeared as your Son, born of the Holy Spirit and the virgin. 7It is he who, fulfilling your will and acquiring for you a holy people,  extended his hands in suffering, in order to liberate from sufferings those who believe in you. 8Who, when he was deliveredb to voluntary suffering, in order to dissolve death, and break the chains of the devil, and tread down hell, and bring the just to the light, and set the limit, and manifest the resurrection, 9taking the bread, and giving thanks to you, said, "Take, eat, for this is my body which is broken for you." Likewise the chalice, saying, This is my blood which is shed for you. 10Whenever you do this, do this (in) memory of me.   11Therefore, remembering his death and resurrection,  we offer to you the bread and the chalice,  giving thanks to you, who has made us worthy  to stand before you and to serve as your priests. 12And we pray that you would send your Holy Spirit  to the oblation of your Holy Church.  In their gathering together,  give to all those who partake of your holy mysteries the fullness of the Holy Spirit,  toward the strengthening of the faith in truth,  13that we may praise you and glorify you, through your son Jesus Christ, through whom to you be glory and honor, Father and Son,  with the Holy Spirit, in your Holy Church, now and throughout the ages of the ages. Amen.   
5 If someone makes an offering of oil, the bishop shall give thanks in the same manner as for  the oblation of the bread and wine. He does not give thanks with the same words, but quite  similar, saying, 2"Sanctify this oil, God, as you give holiness to all who are anointed and receive  it, as you anointed kings, priests, and prophets, so that it may give strength to all who taste it,  and health to all who use it."   

6 Likewise, if someone makes an offering of cheese and olives, the bishop shall say,   2"Sanctify this brought-together milk, just as you also bring us together in your love. 3Let this  fruit not leave your sweetness, this olive which is a symbol of your abundance, which you made  to flow from the tree, for life to those who hope in you." 4In every blessing should be said: To you be glory, Father and Son  with the Holy Spirit, in your Holy Church, now and forever, and throughout all the ages of the ages. Amen.   
7 When an elder is ordained, the bishop places his hand upon his head, along with the other  elders, and says according to that which was said above for the bishop, praying and saying: 2God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, look upon your servant here, and impart the spirit of grace and the wisdom of eldersa, that he may help and guide your people with a pure heart, 3just as you looked upon your chosen people, and commanded Moses to choose elders, whom you filled with your spirit which you gave to your attendant.   4Now, Lord, unceasingly preserving in us the spirit of your grace,  make us worthy, so that being filled we may minister to you in singlenessb of heart,  praising you, 5through your son Christ Jesus, through whom to you be glory and might, Father and Son  with the Holy Spirit, in your Holy Church, now and throughout the ages of the ages. Amen. 

8 When one ordains a deacon, he is chosen according to what has been said above, with  only the bishop laying on his hand in the same manner. In the ordination of a deacon, only the  bishop lays on his hand, 2because the deacon is not ordained to the priesthood, but to the  service of the bishop, to do that which he commands. 3For he is not part of the council of the  clergy, but acts as a manager, and reports to the bishop what is necessary. 4He does not  receive the spirit common to the elders, which the elders share, but that which is entrusted to  him under the bishop's authority. 5This is why only the bishop makes a deacon. 6Upon the  elders, the other elders place their hands because of a common spirit and similar duty. 7Indeed,  the elder has only the authority to receive this, but he has no authority to give it. 8Therefore he  does not ordain to the clergy. Upon the ordination of the elder he seals; the bishop ordains. 9The bishop says this over the deacon:  10O God, you who have created all  and put it in order by your Word, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, whom you sent to serve by your will, and to manifest to us your desire, 11give the Holy Spirit of grace and earnestness and diligence to this your servant, whom you have chosen to serve your church  and to offer up in holiness in your sanctuary  that which is offered from the inheritance of your high priests, so that serving without reproach and in purity, he may obtain a higher degree, and that he may praise you and glorify you, 12through your son Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom to you be glory, and power, and praise, with the Holy Spirit, now and always, and throughout the ages of the ages. Amen.  
9 If a confessor has been placed in chains for the Name of the Lord, hands are not laid  upon him for the office of deacon or elder. He has the honour of the office of an elder through  his confession. If he is instituted as a bishop, then hands will be laid upon him.   2If there is a confessor who was neither led before an authority, nor punished with bonds, nor  placed in prison, nor condemned to any other penalty, but was only incidentally derided  because of the Name of our Lord, and punished with domestic confinement even though he  confessed, for whatever office he is worthy of hands shall be placed on him.   3The bishop shall give thanks according to all that was said above. 4It is not at all necessary  that he prays with the very same words given above, as though by an effort of memory giving  thanks to God. Each shall pray whatever is according to his ability. 5If someone has the ability  to pray a lengthy and solemn prayer, that is well. If someone else, in praying, offers a short  prayer, this is not to be prevented. That prayer must only be correct in orthodoxy.   
10 When a widow is appointed, she is not ordained, but is chosen by name. 2If her  husband has been dead a long time, she is appointed. 3If it has not been a long time since her husband died, she may not be trusted. If, however, she is old, let her be tested for a  time. For often the passions grow old with those who give them a place in themselves. 4The  widow is appointed by word alone, and then may join the rest of the widows. Do not lay  hands upon her, for she does not offer the oblation, nor does she have a liturgical duty.   5Ordination is for the clergy because of liturgical duty. The widow is appointed because  of prayer, which is a duty for all.   

11 The reader is appointed when the bishop gives the book to him. He does not have  hands laid upon him.   

12 Hands are not laid on a virgin, for a decision alone makes her a virgin.    
13 Hands are not laid on the sub-deacon. He is chosen by name to assist the deacon. 
14 If someone among the laity is seen to have received a gift of healing by revelation,  hands are not laid upon such a one, for the matter is obvious.    

The document continues with instructions for the baptism and admittance of new Christians to the church and the ordering of the Eucharist.
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