CTM202
Handout        Week 1

What is Mission?

Mission and the Church

· The church does not have a mission: the God of mission has a church

· The church is not of ultimate importance  (see B&S pg 7) 

· The Church is ‘missionary by its very nature’: it only discovers itself when it (painfully & gradually) realises it is called to cross frontiers

Mission is:


The mother of theology  Martin Kahelr 

The mother of the church  David Bosch
The church grew out of the apostolic proclamation of the gospel and is alive in the act of proclamation    Jürgen Moltmann 
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The Anthropologist from Outer Space

Is this the same religion observed over the years?

1.  Historical connection

The Jewish Christians to the Greek ones, into the Roman empire out towards Gaul and Britain.  To Irish monks and onwards. With Spanish Jesuits to South America and with English trading companies to Africa and India. European colonisation to the World Church.   A connection maintained by the continuity of the Christian missionary vision.

2.  Doctrinal connections – constants

Wherever the church spread certain questions came up again and again: the same questions, but needing to e answered in difference contexts.

Who is this Jesus we talk about?  And what is the nature of the salvation that is offered? And how is it achieved?  What sort of community do the followers of Jesus make? And what sort of future do they look forward to? How does this community regard other people?  And what is its relation to the culture surrounding it?

All these questions are asked in every phase of the churches life. It is the asking of these questions in new contexts that is what defines the church, not a previously given or revealed pattern for all time.

The constants are always discovered in context.

The six constants of Mission     (from Bevans & Schroeder ‘Constants in Context’)

1 Who is Jesus?
Christology
2 What is the Church?
Ecclesiology

3 What about the future?
Eschatology

4 What is salvation?
Soteriology

5 How do we value people?
Anthopology

6 How do we value culture?
Cultural hermeneutics

These can be divided into two groups of three,

God focussed
Christology

Soteriology

Eschatology

world focussed
Ecclesiology

Anthropology

Culture

The Marks of Mission        What is it that Mission does?

1. To proclaim the good news of the kingdom

2. To teach, baptise and nurture new believers

3. To respond to human need by loving service

4. To seek to transform unjust structures of society

5. To  strive to safeguard the integrity of creation & 
sustain & renew the life of the earth

       ACC 1984:  Lambeth 1988:  General Synod 1996 
These are now widely accepted as the Marks of Mission in the Anglican communion.

Three types of theologies / theologians.
Each type will interpret the constants differently: some types will predominate at certain periods of the churches life and the surrounding culture.

Type A
Students who found great comfort and understanding in the historic teaching of the faith and wanted to understand it better. Studying theology is about increasing their understanding of the journey and destination they have embarked upon. They basically know the broad outline of the gospel story of sin, fall, redemption and final salvation and expect their study to fill in the blanks, connect the dots, so as to be able to teach others better.   Doesn’t understand Origen ( a bit of a dangerous liberal) and finds the robust orthodoxy of Tertullian much more to their taste. 



They knew exactly what God wants and  will teach exactly that. 

Type B 
Students with very open minds, looking for explanations to make the world make sense.  A sometimes agonising search for truth that sometimes can become an end in itself. The journey and the search is often more important than arriving or identifying the destination. The quest for truth is preferred to the fullness of truth because fullness can belong to God alone.  Finds, for example, Origen an exciting early theologian and Tertullian to prescriptive (and secretly, rather closed minded).


They had a great desire to help people ask the right questions of life.

Type C
 Students with a keen sense of history and where and how God has guided in the past. God’s mission is one of redemption and transformation, liberation and freedom. The gospel will subvert human structures where they are inequitable and will be revealed in a society that is living the kingdom of God. Iranaeus of Lyons is an early expositor of this position.


They are more likely to be pastors than the other two, seeing God as a shepherd leading his flock to final consummation.

Applying these three types to the Marks of Mission.

(see chapter by Tim Dakin in Andrew Walls & Cathy Ross (ed), Mission in the 21st Century, DLT 2008 )
You will expect to get a different sort of response: so different groups within the church, while agreeing on the Marks of Mission may have very different methods.

	outline of three types of theology


	
	Type A Theology

	Type B Theology

	Type C Theology


	Origin

	Carthage

	Alexandria

	Antioch


	Culture

	Roman 

	Hellenistic

	Near Eastern


	Key figure

	Tertullian

	Origen

	Irenaeus


	Key word

	Law

	Truth

	History


	Trajectory

	Augustine 

Anselm of Canterbury Aquinas

Protestant Orthodoxy Fundamentalism

Neo-Thomism
	Abelard 

Scheiermacher

Liberal Protestantism Möhler 

Lonergan

Rahner
	Francis of Assisi 

Early Luther 

Wesley 

Barth 

Teilhard de Chardin
Gutierrez

	Christology

	Person: high


	Person:

Premodern: high Modern: low

	Person: low


	
	Redemption: satisfaction

	Redemption: exemplar model

	Redemption: liberation


	
	Exclusive

	Inclusive / modified pluralist

	Inclusive / moderate pluralist


	Ecclesiology

	Institutional model

	Mystical communion;

sacrament

	Herald / servant


	Eschatology

	Futurist Individual

	Realized Individual

	Inaugurated Historical


	Salvation

	Spiritual

	Premodern: spiritual illumination
Modern: holistic

	Holistic


	Anthropology

	Negative Hierarchical

	Positive: Premodern:
hierarchical
Modern: equality
	Positive Premodern: less
hierarchical
Modern: equality

	Culture

	Premodern: classicist
Modern: empirical Counter-cultural or translation models

	Premodern: classicist
Modern: empirical Anthropological model

	Premodern: classicist
Modern: empirical Praxis or moderate counter-cultural models


	Figures in mission

	Francis Xavier 

William Carey

	Cyril and Methodius

Matteo Ricci

Max Warren

John Mbiti
	East Syrian monks 

Francis of Assisi 

Liberation theologians



Type A:  Law

Mission involves the saving of souls and extending the church. Salvation is found not so much in the transformation of the world as the recognition of its passing away and the need for eternal life for individuals. Culture may help this, but it may also e in opposition and to be opposed.

Type B:  Truth

Mission is a call to people to fulfil their potential, to grow in grace and to discover what God has already planted within them. Discovering what is truly human has to also be truth – as Jesus is the way, truth and the life.   This theology is confident with culture as the Spirit has already moved there.

Type C:   History

Mission is the commitment of the community to liberate and transform humanity, to Christ as the transformer of culture.  Salvation has been inaugurated in the saving work of Christ, is being lived out in the present by the committed community and will find its fulfilment when all things are gathered up in Christ.

Trinity and Mission

The first four centuries of the churches life were a period when there was a considerable striving to resolve the question of ‘Who is Jesus’.  This question was crucial in the Greek situation of the church where a very different world view to the Hebrew one was dominant.

To a certain extent in Christendom the doctrine of the Trinity became the doctrine everyone acknowledged but never used: it was kept tucked away in a drawer to be brought out if needed ( which was not often). Systematic theology texts would come to the Trinity at the end of the book: other issues were more prominent.  In particular in a Christendom context the Church and ecclesiology generally assumed a much higher profile.  It is of note that in the Reformation period the Trinity was not a doctrine in dispute; the Church certainly was!

Greek thought separated the intellectual thought world, the world that was ‘reality’, from the world of the senses, the body and the vicissitudes of history.  Both Plato and Aristotle had  clear pictures of a separation v (Plato’s ‘Cave’ example has what we observe in this life as mere shadows of images of the ‘real’ cast on the wall of a cave – to discover the ‘real’ was a journey out of the cave – and to a higher existence after the death of the body that holds us back), and there is evidence that the church never quite shook some of these thought patterns off.  Language about the soul is often heavily dependent on Greek thought forms and traditional doctrines on transubstantiation rely on an Aristotelian separation into the substance (the body and blood of Christ) and the accidents ( bread and wine).
The Greek responses all suffer from a god who is ultimately uninvolved in human history, whereas  this is not the Judao-Christian response.

Enlightenment thought, however, found this remote impassible God suited the pre-eminence of reason. A God who was involved presented to many problems, not least in the problem of evil.

Two world wars brought this cosy situation to an end; the theology that had something to say to the vast and needless slaughter was needed.  Also, globalisation and increased communications meant that the natural disasters of the world ( earthquakes, floods, Tsunamis, etc.) were in the public eye and required answers (the Lisbon earthquake/tsunami of 1750 was an early warning of this need.). either God was quite separate from human history: or what?  A theology of capricious gods interfering with human affairs presented insuperable problems for Christian theology: an impassible, remote God was easier. 
From the mid 20th century onwards Trinitarian theology moved towards a theology of a God who suffered in the world, who was passible. Moltmann’s The Crucified God is exemplary, but he was (naturally) building on work of others.  Process theology takes this position further and will assert (among other things) that God is not all-powerful, has accepted the constraint of his creation and identifies with the humans he has created in it.

This is a step too far for many, but certainly does give more to say on natural disasters etc.

Who is Jesus

A vital question in mission.  Clearly language that suggests he is the only true God has problems with his humanity, only a man (but an exceptional one) denies his ability to save,  suggestions that he is an intermediate deity between the ultimate God and humanity is not a Jewish or Christian possibility.

Jesus

Proclaims the kingdom in the authority of the Father

Jesus is the
Presence of the kingdom in and through the Son

We see the
Prevenience of the kingdom through the work of the Holy Spirit who ‘goes before’.  God is not absent in the world
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