Gospel of John
Some rather brief notes
This remarkable gospel is either a source of huge enjoyment and home for mystical enjoyment, or a frustrating account that fits poorly with the synoptic accounts with a-historical incidents and long narrative reflections that seem implausible.

William Temple comments that while most of his NT colleagues find a reformed homeland in the writings of Paul, he goes home to the mutli-layered mystery of St John.
Authorship and dating.

Frequently regarded as very late, even 2nd century and definitely not by St John.  Modern scholarship casts doubts on this, not least the dating but also points out John’s familiarity with detail:  High priest’s household details, the rank of the officer at the arrest.  John Robinson famously dated it as early as AD 60 ( which not many people believe.)

Was it by St John?  Doesn’t say so – only ‘the beloved disciple’.  Why the coy reserve?  But clearly familiar with intimate details. There are various alternate authorship theories, but St John is a favourite.
The Book

There is only one miracle in common with the synoptics, no parables or exorcisms and it bears little apparent relationship to the synoptics in structure.  Jesus teaches (through discourses) rather than does. There is no birth narrative , no last supper and no baptism.  The Great commission is markedly different.  The Temple cleansing is the first item recounted – not the last.

Prologue 1.1-18  

A deeply philosophical and theological reflection on the Logos as incarnate in the world.  Very close affinities with Wisdom writings.  Also with neo-Platonic thought patterns.

The Book of Signs

A popular theory is that this has within it a previous collection, The Book of Signs.

1 Wedding at Cana  (2.1-11); 2 The officials son (4.46-54); 3 The impotent man ( 5.2-9);

 4. Feeding of 5,000 ( 6.4-13);  5 Walking on water (6.16-21); 6 Man born blind (9.1-7) and finally   7 The raising of Lazarus (11.1-44).

This leads to the plot to arrest him and put him to death, for fear that the Temple will be destroyed by the Romans (11.48)

Temple

This Temple theme is important.   Jesus is the new temple, not made by hands, but of flesh, where God himself dwells in Spirit and in Truth. This temple is what is offered in the Upper Room to be entered into by faith when disciples are purified by Jesus breathing on them.  Why no reference to the meal?
The ministry commences by the Temple being cleansed ( even if historically this came near the end as in the synoptics), as it symbolises all that is to come.  After the cleansing out of the old order comes the new wine of Cana, provided ‘just exactly NOW’ ( 2.10).  The old temple is to be re-built in three days after its destruction – but in reference to his body (2.18-22), not of stone.

The Book of Glory
Can be seen as the passion section ( 13.1-21.23) with the remarkable farewell discourses in the Upper Room.   The eschatology is realised; glory is for now, the life in the Spirit is to be entered into in this world.  The second coming for John is the coming of the Holy Spirit and he seems uninterested in speculation about the end of the age.  The old order has been challenged and found wanting.  The incarnate word of God is Lord over all, even death. He is come that we may have life in all its abundance. (10.10). He dwells in the New Temple, the body of believers. [this almost certainly indicates a dating post-destruction of the Temple]
Post Resurrection

1.
The Great Commission is markedly different, 20.21 ‘As the Father has sent me, so send I you’  

2
The lakeside episode (21) is set by Lake Tiberias.  Why use the Roman name ( rather than Galillee) at this point?  Is it to emphasis that the resurrection life of the church is now let loose in the whole empire? The gospel is now in the Empire, not Palestine.
3
Purpose of the book.  20.31    There are two textual traditions.   The majority has “that you should believe that Jesus is the Christ”, but there is a  strong minority reading “that you should go on believing that Jesus is the Christ”.   Does this book look like an evangelistic document designed for the outsider, or a source of deep reflection ans support for the believing community?
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