Easter School 2010  CTM 117
Assessment: Christian Initiation
The task

You are the Assistant Curate in a suburban parish where for many years the baptism policy has been that people drop a note round to the vicar asking about having their child christened, and a time is arranged at 3pm on the nearest Sunday afternoon.

The vicar has asked you to work with a group of parishioners to revise the baptism policy and re-design the Order of Service (which at present is still the now illegal ASB version).  

Your task is to produce a twenty minute presentation to the PCC summarising your conclusions, introducing the new policy and how it is to be reflected liturgically. 
Assessment criteria

Students will be assessed on the following:

· Awareness of the theological, pastoral and ecclesiological implications of different parish baptism policies        40%
· Understanding of initiation liturgies and their theological foundations    40%
· Clarity of presentation of ideas          10%
· Communication with the intended audience     10%
Learning Outcomes

By the end of the module students will be able to:

· Articulate a range of theological understandings of Christian initiation
· Demonstrate awareness of factors influencing parish baptismal policy and practice 

· Put forward a coherent pastoral and theological case for a particular model of parish  baptism 

Preparation

Students will be asked to look at the baptism liturgy and policy in their home parish, and to begin to explore its underlying theological assumptions.
