CTM 102 INTRODUCTION TO BIBLICAL STUDIES

	Code 
	CTM102 

	Title
	Introduction to Biblical Studies

	Tutor(s)
	Robert Crofton



	Department
	Humanities

	Brief description
	This module gives an overview of the biblical narrative and an introduction to current methods and issues in biblical studies.  The course will usually be presented in two equal halves: Old Testament and New Testament.

	Level of study
	 I

	CAT points
	15

	Prerequisites
	None

	Corequisites
	None

	Restrictions
	N/A

	Content summary
	This course will cover:

An introduction to :

the principal types of Old Testament literature and their main characteristics.

the most significant issues in OT study.

the principal types of New Testament literature 

the historical and sociological background to the New Testament.

current issues in NT Study

issues of historicity and interpretation

Discussion on the process of exegesis and how to move from text to application 

	Learning outcomes
	By the end of this module students should:

i Knowledge and Understanding

Be aware of the principal types of Old and New Testament literature, & their main characteristics.

Be able to outline the narrative story of the Old Testament and fit biblical books and passages into their narrative context. 

Have an overview of the origins, structure, theology and possible interpretations of the synoptic gospels.

Have an understanding of the social, historical & intellectual forces that produced & shaped the biblical literature.
Be aware of the main historical, literary and post-structural criticisms being applied to both testaments.

Be able to make discriminating use of commentaries and other aids to biblical study.

ii Skills

Be able to prepare a basic exegesis of a text taking into account differing methods of interpretation.

Have gained awareness of the complex theological, historical and pastoral issues involved in interpretation.

Be able to gather and evaluate information for relevance to a particular issue including the ability to use library resources in order to identify source material, compile bibliographies, inform research and enhance presentations.

Be able to express conclusions and communicate information and ideas, clearly and cogently with appropriate evidence and support material.



	Delivery
	Staff/Student contact : 15%  (lectures, tutorials)

Student directed learning: 85% 



	Assessment
	50% Coursework: Standard (1500 words or equivalent) 

50% Coursework: Negotiated Activity  (1500words or equivalent)



	Indicative resources
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