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CTM 202 MISSION IN CONTEXT

Assignment titles 2010

Assignment 1

Choose one of the following

1
“What should the church be doing?  Find out what God is doing in the world and join in”  [Abp Rowan Williams and others] 
How might you identify what God is doing in the world, and what would joining in imply for the doctrine of the Church?
[nb note ‘in the world’, not ‘in the church’  A history of or illustration from  the charismatic movement is not an answer to this question]
2
How can the doctrine of the Trinity introduce a mission perspective in discussing the problem of evil?
3
“Our mission is to bring people to a personal experience of salvation by grace”
“Our mission is to work to establish the Kingdom of God on earth.”
“Our mission is to plant the church in new areas.”

What particular successes and dangers are present in each formulation and are they mutually compatible?

4
Give a critical account of how modern evolutionary theory has caused a re-appraisal of doctrines of sin and redemption and their implications for mission.  
Due date: 24/25 February 2010

Assignment 2

Choose one of the following (you may chose a title you did not submit from assignment 1)
1
"Any faith which claims to be timeless is simply unaware of its own contextual character." (Middleton & Walsh, Truth is Stranger than it used to be, IVP, pg 173). 


Why do the authors make this statement and what might this mean for the mission of the church? 
2
David Bosch in Transforming Mission suggested a governing biblical text for each of the missionary era paradigms he describes except for the final one [which he labels 'ecumenical' (but might now be better labelled 'postmodern')] .  Suggest an appropriate text and explain why it is suitable. 
3
Assess and critically reflect upon the importance for mission of either feminist/womanist or liberation theology critiques of the Church.
4
Can only Christians be saved? 
How does your answer affect your understanding of mission?
5
The new Church of England selection criteria for Ordained  Pioneer Ministers includes, in the Mission and Evangelism section, that the advisors are looking for  “[the] candidate’s capacity to. . .  understand the tension between relevance and syncretism.”

Provide some help for such candidates in their understanding.
[‘relevance’ in this context can be taken to include contextualization.]

Due date: 28/29 April 2010 
